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Summer 2020 

Included in this edition - 
 

COVID-19 and our Community  
*** 

Community & Sports Hub Update 
*** 

Moving forward 

and much more  

 

Welcome to the 

St Peter’s and The Moors  

Big Local Newsletter 



 

 

COVID –19 and our Community  
As a community project we had to respond quickly to the Coronavirus Crisis and support residents 

where we could without putting staff or volunteers at further risk. 

Our first action was to send a Community Help Flyer to each household in the Big Local area.             

This offered anyone who needed some assistance during lockdown a starting point of contact. If the 

needs where out of our capacity we signposted them onto organisations who could help.  

The flyer also called out for anyone who was able to give their time to help support those who were 

struggling and the response was amazing. We were able to connect people to each other in the 

community. Volunteers would undertake basic tasks like essential shopping, collecting                

prescriptions or being that someone to talk and check in with. 

Our second action was to increase our offering through the #ReduceWaste food project. Although 

this project has been running since September, since the coronavirus crisis the project has become 

for some, an essential lifeline to food due to the extreme bulk buying leaving many without the    

essentials. 

Working though the FareShare Scheme we were able to increase the number of donation slots 

available to us for collecting food. This means we are collecting 5 times more food than when we 

first started.  The #ReduceWaste Project is different from a foodbank or pantry as we don’t ask for 

personal details or why you are in need, we just ask how many are in the household and that you 

only take what you will use. Since 30th March the project has provided 670 food packages over the 

last 12 weeks which has impacted 3724 people within those households saving 6,617kg of perfectly 

good food from being sent to landfill. 

The food project will continue to be delivered, offering the community perfectly good food for free 

if they can make use of it.  

We are looking for more volunteers to be involved and move this project onto the next stage which 

can include long dated chilled items like cheese tor example to be offered and distributed for a 

small community donation. If you would like to know more, please get in touch! 



 

 

SPTM Big Local and Cheltenham         

Saracens FC Club are working together 

with the community to create a          

Community Sport Hub based in the St  

Peter’s & The Moors area. 

A few months back we employed Halsall 

Lloyd Partnership to develop a visioning 

document which detailed some initial ide-

as not only for a  community hub but   

potential improvements for the            

surrounding area. Ideas included creating 

more usable spaces, seating, nature      

areas & community plots.  The plans can 

be found on the SPTM Big Local Website, 

displayed at the Cheltenham Saracens 

Football Ground or please get in contact and we can email you a copy. 

The next stage is to develop a business and feasibility plan, Julian Mellor of 2MD     

Regeneration Ltd has been commissioned to undertake this work. The purpose of the 

business plan is to confirm the local need for a facility, understanding what activities 

the community want to access and therefore making sure this community hub is     

sustainable and will continue to be used for years to come. 

We are in conversation with Cheltenham Borough Council, owners of the land to make 

sure this community hub plan meets their expectations and we have their ongoing 

support, feedback so far has been very positive. 

Alongside the development of the business plan we have submitted an   architect brief 

inviting companies to tender and take the project to the next step with ascertaining 

planning permission, we are hoping if all goes well we should appoint the successful 

architect by the end of July. 

Things are moving forward but at this planning stage things do take time so we will 

continue to keep you informed. 

SPTM Big Local is also proud to be the official 

ground sponsor for the Cheltenham Saracens FC  

This community football team is all run by a 

great team of volunteers and is an asset to the 

St Peter’s & Moors area 

 

If you would be interested in being more involved then please        

contact the Big Local Project Coordinator, Kelly on 07879113748 

Community & Sports Hub 



 

 

Community Stories... 
This is Harley, on the 10th of April he went to 

his mum and said “I want to shave my hair 

for the NHS” From this simple comment    

Harley raised £300 which went to an          

organisation who were making PPE equipment 

for Gloucestershire Hospitals and care homes. 

For every £6, 10 masks were made, therefore 

Harley’s donation funded 500 masks! Amazing 

stuff Harley, well done! 

Naomi, a local resident  

“We are a family of 5, 2 adults and 3 children. My partner is 

the full time worker of the household, working as self employed 

offshore throughout the year but unfortunately due to the 

pandemic and the nature of the work he was unable to return 

to work. This has left us without a monthly income and unable 

to apply/claim any benefits due to being self employed for under 

a year. 

The SPTM Big Local and their Reduce Waste Project has helped 

by providing free food, which has taken a huge strain off our 

family. We have been able to enjoy healthy and nutritious meals 

whilst reducing food waste and creating new and inventive ways 

of using up the items” 

"We were unable to run any park activities  during the 

lockdown, and I knew how much gardening was     

helping me cope with being stuck at home. So I           

decided to run a "Virtual Park Project" where residents 

could take plants or seeds home to grow, knowing it 

was hard for many people to get gardening supplies. 

So I applied to Big Local for a Community Chest award 

to fund the purchases. We then asked for voluntary  

donations, and have been able to raise £70 for future 

park projects, and received more plants and seeds 

to give out. We hope to hold more plant sales and 

swaps in the neighbourhood parks soon” 

Alison Samways, Local Resident 



 

 

This is Mandy, she has been involved with St Peter’s & the Moors for many 
years. Mandy says “My motivation is my children, they have both been    
involved with activities at the Rock and to give back to the community I 
wanted to supporting events and activities for young people through Big 
Local.  

During the Coronavirus crisis Mandy was a key volunteer, delivering food 
parcels across Cheltenham to those who were isolating. “I love helping     
people as I believe in communities helping each other and being there 
through tough times.   

Mandy is also a member of the SPTM Big Local Partnership, “I love being a 
part of the Big Local, we are having positive impacts on residents lives and 
make this area a more enjoyable place to live” 

Community Photo Competition  

The Winning Pictures! 

During lockdown a resident suggested holding a competition to get the community involved in an    

activity they could do safely. The photography competition was held over 8 weeks covering 4 themes. 
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What’s my job:  

Getting out into the St. Peter’s & The Moors community, meeting residents, people 

who access services or work in the area,, linking with schools, businesses, churches and 

community groups.  My role is to connect people together  in the community and      

support them to have positive impacts in the St Peter’s & The Moors area. So for  

example I could help you organise a new hobby group, organise and help run an event or  

if you’re interested in volunteering in our community Big Local can support with    

training and skills sharing 

What have you been up to since working with Big Local? 

I started my role in February, just before the Covid     

Pandemic. Although my role had to change due to the     

restrictions  I continue to build community relationships 

through the project and activities being delivered in       

response to COVID and adapting to other ways of      

working; mostly online..   As well as facilitating our Reduce 

Waste Food Project , delivering sessions on Mondays and 

Wednesdays , collecting food at the weekend and working 

with other food project partners,  I’ve also been filming food waste recipe ideas,    

running the community photo competition and sharing any relevant information on    

social media to keep the community up to date! 

What’s your favourite food? 

Meal – lasagne  Dessert– Tiramisu though any pudding I can’t refuse! 

Can’t live without? –music, dance, rock, pop (love karaoke), my dog Eddie and family 

What you looking forward to? –being able to spend time with friends and family     

without any lockdown restrictions, I really miss giving hugs!  

Getting back into the community, getting to know people and organising some fun 

events! 

Best talent? – cooking something from nothing 

 

Have an idea or want to get involved with Big Local?  

Get in touch: phone 07864 721616 email: ali@sptm.org.uk 

Meet Ali English, Big Local Community Link Worker  



 

 

Volunteering is very            

rewarding, it is an                 

opportunity to make new 

friends, and to learn and 

share skills! 

The SPTM Big Local Project is 

all about community being 

involved and taking the lead  

with  local activities, projects 

and events.  

You can also get involved 

with the future decision 

making of the Big Local 



 

 

Got an idea that would have a 

community impact? 

Need a little bit of funding to get started? 

Why not get in touch about our Community 

Chest Fund. We can help fund a project,     

activity or community idea 

 

Successful Applications include: 

Virtual Garden Project—during this current 

crisis a local resident offered seeds and plants 

to encourage people to “Grow their own” at 

home  

Community Coffee Morning—local             

residents started a community coffee morning 

Outdoor Theatre Performance—two        

residents organised and delivered a        

performance of the Jungle Book in 

Elmfield Park  

Community Art Project  

Need your help to produce 
a local memory Newspaper  

Fortnightly on Saturdays contact Ali 07864 721616 to find out the next date 



 

 

Fortnightly on Thursdays                          

Get in touch to join the next Social! 
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