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Sometimes, just sometimes, an real opportunity comes your way. That was 

the case for me recently, when I was voted as Chair of our Big Local area.  

Following in the steps of  previous Chairs is quite a challenge! My thanks to 

Alison, Dave, David and also to our staff, Kelly and Ali for all they do. 

 

I’ve attended Big Local meetings in SPTM for many years, seen how it has    

developed and what a great job it has done during the pandemic. It is about 

people. We are lucky to have so many committed local residents who work 

with us on the Partnership and those who give their time delivering projects.  

My thanks to them for their commitment and good humour too! 

 

This is a strong community and, with the resources we have from Big Local, our neighbourhood project can do 

great things and support other organisations like, The Rock, Gas Green, Friends of Elmfield Park, Haven 4 Wildlife 

and Cheltenham Saracens FC.. As the Chair, I am really keen to see what the community wants for the future, 

what to achieve for our residents, on top of what has is already being done—building a community space,        

environmental projects, bringing people together and making sure we build opportunities fort the future. I was  

once a teacher and so want to see our children and young people prosper. Helping them, their families and this 

community, is important to me. 

Together, we can do so much. Together we can make a difference.  

Flo Clucas, Chair SPTM Big Local  

Update from Partnership  
There have been lots of changes to the Partnership with residents joining and some existing members stepping 

down. We thank everyone who is or has been involved with the partnership and continue to encourage the  

community to get in touch if they are interested in being involved. These changes have resulted in voting in of a 

new Chair and Vice Chair. 

We welcome Flo Clucas to the role and Alison Samways is Vice Chair 

Partnerships require a minimum of 8 members with 51% being the community 

These meetings are to discuss and decide the       

projects  and funding investments to take  forward 

Partnership decisions are influenced by the         

feedback and discussions with the community 

through ongoing engagement at projects, activities 

and events like the BIG socials .  

Partnership meetings take place on the second 

Thursday of each month, 7pm—8pm. 

If you would like to know more or request an application form, please get in 

touch with Kelly, SPTM  Project Coordinator 07879113748 



 

 

SPTM Big Local are proud sponsors of the Stadium and       

continue to work in partnership with the club and their    

amazing volunteers  

We continue to offer our #ReduceWaste Food Project 

every Wednesday, 9.15am offering end of date 

#FreeFood. This is a project stopping perfectly good 

food being thrown away and is open for anyone to use. 

Community & Sports Hub 

If you would be interested in being involved with this project then please 

contact the SPTM Project Coordinator, Kelly on 07879113748 

Work continues on the community & sports hub proposal. SPTM and Cheltenham Saracens FC 

are working closely with Cheltenham Borough Council to get it right. A key activity currently being 

undertaken is to understand what the community expects from the building and how they will use 

the space to make it a sustainable asset . We are keen to know the following things: 

Aside from the sport and social club element, what activities would you like to see being held 

there? Should there be after school clubs, a community shop, continue coffee mornings?  

 

 

 

 

Is there an opportunity to invite other services to use the space? For example, community midwife 

drop in sessions, training opportunities, work club sessions?  

 

 

 

 

What would a typical week at the Hub look like? Should there be something for the community   

delivered there every day? 

Alongside the building, the remaining green space around the plot needs to be              

considered. We are working with borough council park officers and the architects, who 

have the landscaping expertise in-house to help understand the best design. But           

community input is vital. We want to hear from anyone who knows Chelt Walk Park, uses 

the park, has ideas how the area left near to 

the building could be improved and its uses. 

 

You can fill out the community conversation 

form on the website www.sptm.org.uk 

If you are unable to get online please get in 

touch and we can send out a paper copy to 

you or meet up for conversation. Concept drawing only  



 

 

COMMUNITY BOOK 

You might remember that a little while ago, we put out a call for submissions for 

a book about this community’s pandemic experiences. 

Well we’ve had some fantastic written submissions and pieces of artwork from 

local residents including a vicar, a school teacher, some local school children and 

many others.  

The submissions have now been edited and they’ll soon be winging their way to 

a book designer and printer. Watch this space for announcements on when the 

book is printed and ready for release. We hope that it will raise funds for Big  

Local  projects in St. Peter’s and The Moors.  

A huge thank you to everyone who submitted something. We know you’ll love    

seeing your work in print when it’s ready.  

The book is being compiled by local writer and resident, Michelle Robinson. 

Michelle is hoping to start some in-person creative writing workshops in the new 

year,  following on from the sessions she led on Zoom earlier this year.   

If you would like to be added to her mailing list for updates, you can contact her 
at michelle@michellerobinsonwriter.com  

Meet one of our amazing volunteers! 
Name: Trinny Marsh  

Fun Fact: I love to sing, karaoke being a guilty pleasure! I am also 

part of the Gas Green Community Choir. 

Why do you volunteer?  It gives me a purpose. I am a carer at 

home, which I love but volunteering is something for me, makes me 

feel useful. I am a people person who loves meeting others, through 

volunteering you meet lots of different people from all walks of life. 

What are you involved with at the moment? I have been helping 

run the coffee morning SPTM offer alongside the free food project 

down at Cheltenham Saracens Football Club. After speaking to     

neighbours and friends I have started Trinny’s Treats coffee morning at Gas Green Youth &            

Community Centre on Thursdays and supported by SPTM. This is open to anyone who wants to 

enjoy some  homemade cakes, a cuppa and just meet others from the community.  

This is a warm, welcoming project and I hope to see you pop in soon!  

COMMUNITY ACTION...  

mailto:michelle@michellerobinsonwriter.com


 

 

The Friends of Elmfield is now an official group. We have formed a committee, with its own bank    
account so we can raise funds for improvements to the green spaces in the Elmfield area, including 
Elmfield Park and the Tewkesbury Road Rest Garden 

What's been happening? 

During the summer holidays at the Community Rest Garden, Vicky and Ally (who organise the com-
munity mosaic at Gas Green Community Centre) hosted clay workshops where people of all ages 
made wind chimes, tiles and plant pots.  

An open day was also very popular with visitors of all ages calling in to enjoy some cakes, swap 
plants, plant bulbs as well as doing some crafting. Jo Worthy-Jones continues to host drop in         
sessions every Monday offering wildlife garden activities, a space to be creative or grow your own 
plants and vegetables. If you are interested in using the space feel free to pop down and see her. 

 

In Elmfield Park, there was a Street Golf session hosted by The Golf Foundation and a the ‘Friends of’ 
hosted a community picnic - again with delicious cakes baked by Ali English. We look forward to     
organising more events in the future. 

Future plans 

So far we have had over 100 responses to improvements to Elmfield Park survey. The main feedback 
is to prioritise the paths linking up all the entrances to the park. This will improve accessibility for park 
users, but especially for people with pushchairs or using mobility aids. From this feedback we have 
contacted County Councillor Bernard Fisher to ask if he would contribute some of his Build Back   
Better funding to the park. 

Responses to the survey are still welcome, so if you or family members use Elmfield Park, please     
go to Friends of Elmfield page of the SPTM website  

https://sptm.org.uk/volunteering/friends-of-elmfield-park/  

or contact Ali English for a paper copy.                 

 

If you have ideas how to fundraise, suggestions for activities and improvements,                            
then we want to hear from you! 

Follow us on Facebook @Friends of Elmfield (Cheltenham)  

Contact Alison Samways at alison.friendsofelmfieldpark@gmail.com  



 

 

Summer of fun in St Peter’s & The Moors 

We had a full 5 weeks of activities for our community of families and  
individuals to get involved in and all for FREE! 

From cooking with Ali, Ability Bikes & Multi sports provided by Goals  
Beyond Grass, Urban Golf with The Golf Foundation to our silly sports 
day supported by Cheltenham Saracens and some amazing crafts with 

VJH Ceramics. We had the best time  

We also provided a discounted coach trip to Weston Super Mare,  
rounding up the summer holidays nicely. The families and individuals 
who went along said they loved every minute and the sun even came 

out for the full beach day experience! 

 

“I had a brilliant time. The weather was lovely and the journey 
was good, not too long” - Anthony, Local Resident 

“We made sandcastles, followed by chips & ice creams on the 
beach, nice family day out!” Esther, Local Resident  

 

If you have any ideas for trips, activities or events and want 
to be involved to help, then get in touch, SPTM can support  
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What’s on! 



 

 

Cheltenham Saracens:  

More Than a Football Club       

Meet the Chairman  

I started playing for the Saracens when I was just 16 years old in the Cheltenham League.      

I played right up until I was 31 for various sides, and I was even player/manager for a few 

seasons. Then I left and played for Cheltenham Civil Service for around 5 years, before     

returning to Saracens’ 3rd team as a player/manager. After the sad passing of the club founder, Bob Attwood, I stepped in as 

Chairman. Bob did great things for the club and I hope we can continue his hard work. This is now my 5th year as chairman and 

I do think we have improved the club as a whole, and we will continue to do so. 

Cheltenham Saracens: A Community Club and working with SPTM Big Local 

Being a community club means a great deal to me and to everyone who’s involved with the club. We want residents to feel  

involved with what we do. Not just with the football side of things, but with all the other activities we host at the ground.  

We are trying to get more use out of the ground, and we’ve joined forces with SPTM Big Local to hold an annual summer family 

fun day and after school activities. Play Gloucestershire has used the ground during school holidays and we have held free   

football sessions for local children.  

SPTM Big Local also runs its Reduce Waste Food Project every Wednesday morning at the ground. The project has helped so 

many families in need, particularly during the pandemic. There’s also a weekly community coffee morning where residents can 

come along, have coffee and a cake, and get to know each other. 

I think that the increased engagement with local residents and children has reduced anti-social behaviour and crime in the area 

around the ground. Because more people are talking to each other, we are building a stronger community too.  

This is what makes the plans for a new community building so exciting. The residents are excited to be getting a building they 

can call their own. This will only bring people closer together.  

 

 

 

 

Going From Strength to Strength  

Due to the pandemic, the last 2 years it has been hard to find companies able to offer support for the club, but thankfully we’ve 

managed to get some great sponsorship this year 

I don’t think sponsors realise just how important they are to clubs like ours, we really couldn’t continue without their support.  

We really do appreciate it. That’s why I want to give a big shout out to... 

SPTM Big Local, ground sponsors for the next 2 years.  

The Cheltenham Jockey Club, which has again sponsored the 1st team kit and one of our stands. 

Switch Electrical & Building Contractors who have sponsored our U18s kit and one of our stands. 

Cheltenham Diesel, N J Roberts Electrical, Mowtech, McAlary Roofing, Surescaff who have all had pitch side banners. 

Jon Palmer, a local sports journalist and this year’s match ball sponsor. 

MLT Fitness, who won a raffle to be the new sponsor for our development team kit. 

Our club continues to go from strength to strength, and I’d like to thank everyone for the continued support they are showing 

for the new community building.  

If you would like to get involved with Cheltenham Saracens FC, please do get in touch.  

We are always looking for new coaches, players and volunteers. 

You can get in touch with Graham at: saracenschairman@outlook.com 

mailto:saracenschairman@outlook.com


 

 

PARTNERS PAGE - other local projects 



 

 

Ju
st

 f
o
r 

fu
n
 



 

 


