Advertising Charges
The basic charges are
as follows:
£75 for a full colour page
£40 for half a page
£25 for quarter of a page
There will be a 25%
discount for registered
charities, businesses,
institutions and residents
in the Big Local area.

St. Peter’s and The Moors Big
Local
Community Chat
Welcome to Decembers Community Chat Newsletter!
In this edition we have an inspirational story by Jeanette, news from
Gardner’s Lane School, reports on The Rock and Gas Green
Christmas Fairs, a Community Café special a new word search and
grant funding news!

Words to find:
Baubles, Celebration, Holly, Ivy, Mince Pie, Mistletoe,
Present, Rudolph, Santa, Sprouts, Tree and Turkey.

Contact Me:
Daniel: 07914 347483
Email:
sptmbiglocal@gmail.com

Facebook
The Big Local Project Cheltenham
Twitter
@BigLocalChelt

Web: sptm.org.uk
Kindly printed by:
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Improvements
On Monday 17th November
the partnership were
visited by Nicola form the
Local Trust who oversee all
of the Big Local Projects.
This was a very important
visit, but, at the same time
an excellent opportunity for
the partnership.
In particular, to show Nicola all the hard work that is being put in
to make the project a success, and what is planned for the future,
as shown in the plan.
The main reason behind the visit was for Nicola to ask questions
about the Big Local Plan, and the budget allocation for the first
two years of the project.
We would like to thank everyone who was able to make the
meeting and have since had some very good news….the budget
for the first two years of the project has been approved!
This means we have grant funding of £100,000!
There is also £4,471.00 of a separate grant from the Local Trust
going to our Locally Trusted Organisation for administrative
purposes, this does not affect the £100,000 grant fund.
These are now exciting times as we can now move towards
carrying out the plans, which we have set out in the budget to
reach the four aims of the project.
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If you think that there is something missing from the
Community Chat then please let us know by contacting Dan.
One improvement was the wordsearch which is now located
on the back page of the Community Chat, as well as having
a picture displayed of Dan so that everyone knows what he
looks like.
We would like this newsletter to be full of information from
the community, so if you have something that you feel needs
to be known about, for example, an event you are holding
then please let us know and we can advertise it for you in
the Community Chat.

Pictures
We have had some excellent pictures sent into us in the past, and
would like to see pictures of the festive season for the next Community
Chat, whether this was a picture of the area covered in snow decades
ago or a wintery picture from last year we would like to see it and
display it on the front page.
We now have a video on our website which shows all the pictures
that have been sent in from residents, we hope to add to this in the
future to show the diversity of the area throughout the year.

Finally the partnership would like to wish everyone in
the area a Happy New Year for 2015!
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Job Advert
Big Local Project Co-ordinator

On Monday 15th December it was the last community
café of the year and as a result it was decided that there
would be a Christmas theme to the café, with festive
food, games and activities.

37 Hours per week
Fixed term for 24 months
Salary: Grade F £22,443 to £24,892 (subject to pay award)
Are you passionate about helping the local community?

There was a good turnout for the event with up to forty
people in attendance. We hope that you enjoyed the
food and activities, and look forward to welcoming
residents back in the New Year.
There was also a board which clearly indicated the
finances for the café since there has been suggested
donations added to the menu.

Thank you and season
greetings to all, from the
Community Café team. The
café will re-open again on
Monday 5th January 3:30-5:30.

Could you help kick start projects in the local community?
The Big Local is a resident-led project working to make the St. Peter’s and
The Moors area of Cheltenham an even better place to live through careful
investment of £1m secured from the Local Trust.
We have just had our plan for the next two years agreed by Local Trust and
we now need an enthusiastic, experienced and highly motivated individual
who can turn our hopes and aspirations for the area into tangible projects.
Some of the activities will include overseeing delivery of the Big Local Plan,
commissioning a range of project deliverers to implement the plan, facilitating
the appraisal process and support residents in the evaluation of bids, and
ongoing liaison with agreed delivery agents on progress of their projects.
For a full job description and application form, please:
Check the website: http://sptm.org.uk/jobs or email sptmbiglocal@gmail.com
Or contact Richard Gibson on 01242 235 354,
Email Richard.gibson@cheltenham.gov.uk
For an informal discussion, please contact David Manohar on 07505 917 225
Closing date: Monday 20th January 2015
Interview dates: Tuesday 27th and Friday 30th January 2015
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Resident Story
By Jeanette Apperley from Cleveland Street
“Miracles”
Why are some prayers or requests, as I like to call them answered
and others aren’t? It could be one of many reasons.
A good deed or several that come back to you when you have
given through your heart. Like the character George in the film
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ played by James Stewart.

Gas Green Fair
Gas Green Church would like to thank all those residents who came along to our
Christmas Fair on 29th November. Various factors meant that the variety of stalls,
etc., had to be on a smaller scale than in previous years, but a very useful £550 was
still raised.
Thanks also to the “Big Local” team for their help in publicising this event.

The Rock Fair

He genuinely gives through his heart to help others not expecting
anything in return and when he needs a ‘miracle’ it arrives via all
the love and support he had shown to others in his community.

On Saturday 29th November the Mayor of Cheltenham opened the doors of
St. Peter’s Church and was greeted by members of the community. The Church was
then filled with Christmas carols by the beautiful voices of the Cheltenham District
Male Voice Choir.

When we see ourselves as separate from each other miracles
have a hard time flowing. A ‘miracle’ can happen within a blink of
an eye; including shifting your thoughts from one perception to
another which empowers you to change your life for the better.

The Gardner’s Lane School Singing Club then performed an amazing collection of
Christmas songs. The event was then finished with two singers from the Mandy Hall
Academy of Performing Arts who performed a few well known songs. All
performances were thoroughly enjoyed.

This is a ‘miracle’ in itself.

Local businesses supported this event with donations for the auction, which was a
great success. Young people enjoyed games with the Zurich Challenge team and a
bouncy castle, thanks to Cheltenham YMCA. Whilst family and friends shopped at
the festive stalls and enjoyed refreshments.

There are miracles happening within our lives every day some of
which we may not recognise as a ‘miracle’. One day I was in need
of financial assistance. I needed a certain amount of money to
pay my bills and food for my dog and within a matter of days my
request was answered in a very unusual way.

Thank you to everyone who supported and attended the day. Save the date for next
year’s fair! Saturday 28th November 2015.

I was living at my Sister’s at the time when an envelope with the
exact amount of money I had requested came through the door. I
had not shared my request or the amount I needed with anyone.
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Resident Story
By Jeanette Apperley from Cleveland Street

 During friendship week £750 was raised for Childline, the children

celebrated their individuality within the school, and learnt how to
treat and keep a friend.
 There was a successful Christmas Fair on Friday 28th November.
 The singing group sang beautifully at The Rock’s Prepare for

Christmas Fair
 Year 6 students celebrated P.E by putting on a gymnastic display and

a short play about Victorian Children.
 There was a Design a Flag competition for the Celebration of 800th

Anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carta and 750th Anniversary
of the establishment of the Simon De Montfort Parliament. Below is a
picture of the winning entry!

So when my Sister came in and said “look at this” showing me
the money I said “oh my goodness, that is the exact amount I had
asked for the other day” and without any hesitation my Sister
handed me the money, even though it was her name on the
envelope, smiled and said “then it was meant for you”.
My sister knew at a heart level that it was meant for us as she
doesn’t see us as separate and like George she has a huge heart.
There was no note, nothing and to this day we have never found
out who was the ‘miracle’ for me that day.
My Sister has been one of my miracles, who has been yours?
Do you recognise them?
Maybe today we can choose to be someone else’s miracle, as we
never know when even a little thing like a smile can be a miracle
to someone or a kind word that turns someone’s life around just
like George in ‘It’s a Wonderful life’.
When you help someone else you end up helping yourself.

© Copyright 2014 Jeanette Apperley
For more stories and inspiration please go to Jeanette’s website:
JeanetteApperleyIntuitive.weebly.com

Yonathan Ayenew Melese, Year 6, with Martin Horwood MP for Cheltenham.
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Thank you to Jeanette for sharing with us this inspirational story,
if you would like your story to be in the next Community Chat
Newsletter then please get in contact with Dan, our community
engagement worker.
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Report on Football for the Autumn Term
By Ryan McGill, Mikey Baker and Conner Hargrave
The autumn term 2014 has been a very successful one for our football team
here at Gardners Lane. On Friday 17th October we took part in the Albert Dix
Small Schools Football Tournament at All Saints Academy.



Made 250 poppies to sell for the British Legion and have
bought a poppy from the Tower of London!



Weekly tuck shop has raised money to benefit the children
at the School by buying water colour paints and brushes,
along with compost, bulbs, hack saws, seeds and plants for
the outdoor classroom.



The final achievement was the purchase of chalk boards for
the reception outdoor play area and lots of storage boxes
for the art resources.



The School council along with the enterprise club have
raised money to sponsor a guide dog in training for a year.
This was done through a non-uniform day, a dog themed
biscuit sale and a guess the name of the puppy raffle.

We played three games in total, playing Tirlebrook Primary, the Ridge Academy and Hesters Way Primary School. Firstly, in a hard fought victory, we
beat Tirlebrook 2-0 with Ryan McGill and Harry Davis scoring the goals. We
then also won against The Ridge, 2-0, Liston Hickling scoring both goals. Our
last game against Hesters Way was a draw, 0-0. At the end of each game we
shook hands and congratulated the opposition.
At the end of the competition we were sat down by the organisers to discover
the final standings. Gardners Lane came first with a total of seven points. We
were absolutely delighted, and after receiving our winning certificates, we
also got presented with the winners Shield that is now proudly displayed in
our trophy cabinet at school.
As winners of the competition we progressed through to the county rounds
which were to be played at Oxstalls Sports Centre on Thursday 4th
December. When the big day came we were quite nervous but very excited
at the same time, we were looking forward to playing some of the best
football teams from around our county. It was a tough tournament and it was
a very cold evening! GardnersLane played 4 games in total against: Twyning,
Ashton Vale, Longney and Trinity Primary Schools.
We ended up as runners up, finishing second in the tournament table. We
were really pleased with our efforts and enjoyed the whole experience. We
would like to congratulate all the players that took part, including: Ryan
McGill, Mikey Baker, Conner Hargrave, Harry Vincent, Liam Cooper, Paige
Tarling, Max Hallam, Jay Tredwell, Harry Davis, Liston Hickling, Annie May
Jones and Kaleb Fraser.
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